To: Hess, Stephen[Hess. Stephen@epa.gov]; Feldman, Richard[Feldman. Richard@epa.gov] 

From: Minor, Dustin 

Sent: Wed 8/12/2015 7:31:36 PM 

Subject: FW: From President Beg aye’s Face book Page 


Dustin F. Minor 

Chief, Hazardous Waste Branch 
Office of Regional Counsel 
( 415 ) 972-3888 


From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 8:28 AM 
To: Quast, Sylvia; Minor, Dustin 
Cc: Tenley, Clancy 

Subject: Fwd: From President Beg aye’s Face book Page 


Sent from my iPhone 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" < Harris-Bishop. Rusty @epa. gov > 

Date: August 12, 2015 at 7:24:56 AM PDT 

To: "Manzanilla, Enrique" < Manzanilla-EmTque@epa.gov >, "Tenley, Clancy" 

< Tenlev .Cl.an.cy@epa.gov >, "Yogi, David" < Y ogi.David@epa. gov >, "Hubbard, Secody" 
< Hu 1 ) bard. Secodv @epa . gov > 

Subject: From President Beg aye’s Face book Page 


It looks like the President is recommending not filing a claim with EPA and relying 
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on a lawsuit instead. 


U.S. EPA tells Navajo People to Waive their Rights 


WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. - The U.S. EPA has been seeking signatures from the 
Navajo People on Standard Form No. 95 which, if signed, will waive future claims 
against the U.S. EPA. 


“The Federal Government is asking our People to waive their future rights because 
they know without the waiver they will be paying millions to our People. This is 
simple; the Feds are protecting themselves at the expense of the Navajo people 
and it is outrageous.” said President Begaye 


Standard Form No. 95 states the following: 


I CERTIFY THAT THE AMOUNT OF CLAIM COVERS ONLY DAMAGES AND 
INJURIES CAUSED BY THE INCIDENT ABOVE AND AGREE TO ACCEPT SAID 
AMOUNT IN "FULL SATISFACTION AND FINAL SETTLEMENT OF THIS CLAIM" 


All signors will be limited to the specific claims filed, and any future claims for 
injuries caused by the Gold King Mine will be waived. 


“The U.S. EPA has admitted they are at fault and stated this disaster will last for 
decades. This is unacceptable. The damages to our People will be long term and 
the Navajo Nation will not settle for pennies. I have consistently stated that the 
Navajo people deserve to be compensated for every penny lost. I will not allow fine 
print to let U.S. EPA off the hook. The Navajo people deserve better from the 
United States government." said President Begaye 


The U.S. EPA has been attending local public hearings across the Navajo Nation, 


1803219 


ED 000552D 00015847-00002 



in Shiprock, Aneth and Olijato and passing out Standard Form No. 95 to 
participants urging them to sign the form. The Navajo Nation Attorney General has 
advised that Form No. 95 will settle for current claims and preclude all future claims 
from the spill. 


“We are also concerned for our neighbors, and whether this Standard Form No. 95 
is being circulated in other communities. This is not just hurting the Navajo People 
but all those in the Four Corners Region. Think twice before you sign this form, we 
must hold U.S. EPA fully accountable for their negligence." said Vice-President Nez 



Rusty Harris-Bishop • Superfund Project Manager - Communications Liaison • US Environmental 
Protection Agency • 

75 Hawthorne Street • San Francisco, CA • 94105 • 415.972.3140 • 415.694.8840 (c) 
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